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Small Business Services Helped 124 Companies Meet 
Their Challenges

Washington Technology Center’s Small Business Services provides assistance to 
growth-stage companies in the areas of business planning, market research and 
analysis, and funding strategies. Small Business Services consultants recognize 
the complexity of challenges facing growth-stage companies and provide 
customized solutions to help them work through these challenges.

This year, Washington Technology Center expanded the reach of Small Business 
Services strategic consulting—serving 124 clients, a 61% increase from last year.

Washington Technology Center champions business development at the company, industry 

and regional levels. Our business consulting services reach both start-up companies and 

established companies looking to grow. Our Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative 

focuses on promoting energy sector success across the region.  Our annual Washington State 

Technology Summit connects companies, engineers and policy makers as they chart a course 

for Washington state’s innovation economy. 
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Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative 
Promotes Regional industry

The Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative was formed 
in 2002 to accelerate the emergence and growth of the energy 
technology industry across the northwest region of the U.S. and 
Canada—a region that is home to nearly 300 energy technology 
companies. Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative helps 
energy companies tap into resources that further development and 
commercialization of energy products and services. 

Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative’s broad range of 
programs and services includes three unique portfolios: Research 
and Development, Commercialization Services and Regional 
Branding. By hosting a regional space at the annual POWER-GEN 
Renewable Energy & Fuels conference, we provide a marketing 
opportunity that identifies and promotes the Pacific Northwest’s 
energy cluster to the world.

In fiscal year 2007, Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative 
launched an online stock composite of the Pacific Northwest 
energy industry. This highly-trafficked Web site feature provides a 
means for tracking the value of publicly-traded emerging energy 
companies in the region. 

Connecting People  with Expertise
3tier inc.

Location: Seattle, Washington
Founded: 2001
Employees: 30
WTC client since: 2003

3TIER, a Seattle-based technology company, 
provides renewable energy forecasting 
and assessment products and services for 
all three weather-driven renewable energy 
resources:  wind, hydro and solar. With 
Research and Technology Development 
program funding, 3TIER is working with 
University of Washington researchers to 
advance its forecasting technology.

vaagen brothers lumber

Location: Colville, Washington
Founded: 1952
Employees: 190
Patents: 2
WTC client since: 2005

Vaagen Brothers Lumber has accessed 
Research & Technology Development 
funding and Small Business Services 
to help develop and evaluate 
wood-plastic composite technology 
for residential decking.   

Working with the Washington Technology 
Center has been very helpful and informative. 
Our company worked with a Washington 
Technology Center Small Business Services 
consultant to develop information that 
would allow us to make decisions based 
on manufacturing products and buying 
equipment. The final report was very well done 
and accomplished the goal. We would not 
hesitate to work with them again.” 

Russ Vaagen, Vice President
Vaagen Brothers Lumber, Inc.

“
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In 2007, Washington Technology Center presented the third annual Washington State Technology Summit. The 
Summit brought together 400 industry, academic, and government leaders to discuss four key growth industries 
in the state: Life Sciences, Nanotechnology, Energy, and Telecommunications & Wireless. Examining the current 
performance and the future potential of these four sectors provides a vital roadmap for our state’s leaders in 
supporting these industries moving forward.  

Washington Governor Chris Gregoire kicked off the Summit with her keynote address. Her speech illustrated 
the theme of the summit, “Succeeding in a Global Economy,” by showcasing Washington companies that are 
at the forefront of global innovation.  The Summit also highlighted Washington’s determination to compete on 
a global level through our state’s collaborative relationship with the State of Queensland, Australia. Governor 
Gregoire and Queensland Chief Scientist, Peter Andrews, discussed the global and local interdependence that is 
strengthening each state’s technology base.

An addition to the summit this year was the launch of a showcase to promote companies that have received 
Research & Technology Development funding. Presenting companies included InnovaTek, Magic Wheels, 
MicroGREEN Polymers and YK Products.  

2007 Washington State Technology Summit  Brings Leaders Together

Great venues bring together interesting people with diverse opinions and focus 
them albeit temporarily on important subjects. Washington State Tech Summit 
fills the bill. I’m looking forward to the next one.”

“

The Technology Summit is one of the largest full-day gatherings of technology and economic development professionals 
in the state each year that covers a variety of topics of vital importance to the future of the state.  As such, it is a great 
opportunity to network with and learn from those leading the state toward its future prosperity.”

Gary Spanner, Economic Development Office
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

“

Sponsoring the 2007 Washington State Technology Summit has proved to be a valuable investment for the City of 
Renton. Our sponsorship provides access to emerging technology, entrepreneurs and market trends in the state of 
Washington that guide us in planning for the future of our community and attract cutting edge companies to locate 
in Renton.”

Alex Pietsch, Administrator 
Dept. of Economic Development, Neighborhoods & Strategic Planning, City of Renton
(Wireless & Telecommunications Sponsor)

“

Tech Summit Facts & Figures
Approximately 400 people attended the Technology Summit•	
90% percent of participants surveyed stated that the panel discussions successfully provided opportunities •	
to learn about emerging technology and global business by Washington state companies
60% of Tech Summit attendees are high level executives, holding the title of  President, CEO, COO, CFO or •	
Senior Vice President
14 sponsors and 20 exhibitors•	

Attendee Demographics
49% Industry
31% Economic Development, Legal & Government
20% Research & Academia

The Tech Summit was a great opportunity to learn about the latest activities and developments at other high tech 
companies in the Pacific Northwest and to spend time networking. We made some important contacts that resulted 
in collaborative relationships.”

Patricia Irving, Ph.D., President & CEO
InnovaTek, Inc.

“

Merchant & Gould is proud to sponsor the 2007 Washington State Technology Summit.  Our continuing sponsorship of 
the summit and the Washington Technology Center has provided access to cutting edge technology that is vital to the 
future of technology and economic growth in Washington”.

Brett A. Hertzberg, Attorney 
Merchant & Gould, Intellectual Property Law and Litigation 
(Presenting Sponsor)

“

Tom Huseby, Managing Partner
SeaPoint Ventures

Industry Track Attendance
30% Energy 
27% Life Sciences
25% Wireless & Telecommunications
18% Nanotechnology
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Washington Technology Center’s measure of success comes from the success of our 

customers. We track the impact that our resources and programs have had in helping 

Washington Technology Center-assisted companies raise capital, win federal awards, find 

partners and create jobs. We’re proud of our track record in these efforts.

Fostering Jobs and Investment 
in Washington 

Leveraging Washington’s Investment in 
Innovation 23 to 1

Historically, the state’s return on investment in innovation 
has been high. This year is no exception. Washington 
Technology Center-affiliated companies leveraged $2.8 
million of Washington state funding into just shy of $66 
million in additional funding and support. This is a 23 to 1 
return on investment.
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Leveraged Dollars    

clients of washington technology center leveraged 

state investment (23 to 1) in fiscal year 2007

Washington Technology Center20

State Investment

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f D

ol
la

rs

$35.3

$19.5

$10.5$2.8

private sector funding        federal grants        federal funding

ultreo: from an idea, to a company, to more than 80 jobs
In the time since it came up with the initial concept for its ultrasound toothbrush 

technology, Ultreo has eight patents pending. Ultreo added the nearly $2 million from both 

federal and state research funding to an additional $23 million raised from private investors. 

Ultreo now has a workforce of more than 80 employees in Washington as its revolutionary 

toothbrush hits store shelves this holiday season. Ultreo is a shining example of how an 

idea born in Washington can turn into a successful company.

innovatek: from environmental commitment to 15 jobs in washington 
Since its founding in 1998, InnovaTek has remained committed to the advancement of 

alternative energy technologies for the benefit of the environment and humanity. With 

the help of partners such as Washington Technology Center, Sirti and Pacific Northwest 

National Laboratory, InnovaTek has succeeded by moving innovations from development 

to commercialization. In the process, InnovaTek has created one of Washington’s leading 

companies in the alternative energy industry.

InnovaTek’s InnovaGen fuel 

processor for hydrogen generation
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Financial Information

INCOME

Earned & Contributed 

Federal Funding 

State Funding

TOTAL Income

EXPENSES & CAPITAL INVESTMENTS

Research & Program Operations
    Energy

    Nanotechnology

    Microfabrication Lab

    Economic Development Programs

    Research & Technology Development

    Subtotal

Development & Outreach
    Outreach

    Development

    Subtotal

Operations & Management
    Operations

    Information Technology

    Administration & Management

    Subtotal

Subtotal Expenses

    Capital Investments

TOTAL Expenses & Capital Investments

Estimated figures; expenditures for fiscal year 2007 are not yet firm. Complete financial 

statements available upon request.

income

federal funding

earned & contributed 

state funding

41%

7%

52%

expenses

development & outreach   

operations & management

research & program operations

27%

10%

59%

2,264,100

367,700

2,860,500

5,492,300

197,300

186,600

1,336,700

214,500

1,367,100

3,302,200

237,000

349,600

586,600

915,200

109,400

489,700

1,514,300

5,403,100

226,447

5,629,547

fiscal year 2007 research & technology

development award distribution by industry

total: $1,326,138

microelectronics/computer systems

biotechnology/life sciences

advanced materials and manufacturing

30%

27%

43%

wtc-affiliated rtd projects filed 15 disclosures, 

patents, and licenses in fy 2007

microelectronics/computer systems

biotechnology/life sciences

advanced materials and manufacturing

13%

13%

73%
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 $362,330
$571,318

$392,490

Microfabrication Laboratory Revenue Growth
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Board, Staff and Advisors 
Board

research & program operations 
Graham Evans Director, Research & Program Operations

Steve Goll Communications Manager

Elaine Kong Manager, Small Business Services and 
Angel Network

Suzanne Mitchell WTC Outreach Manager, 
Eastern Washington/APEL Director

Michele Morgan Marketing Manager

Russell Paez Research & Technology Development Manager

Dirk Weiss Senior Research Scientist

industries of distinction
Karen Grieser Commercialization Services Manager

John Martin Director, Washington Nanotechnology Initiative 

Jeff Morris Director, Northwest Energy Technology Collaborative 

microfabrication laboratory 
Mike Hjelmstad Lab Operations Manager

Lisa Michelle Dahl Laboratory Assistant

Sergei Goloborodov Research Technician 

Jim Greer Sales Engineer

Kevin Kerkof Research Engineer

Paul Schilling Research Engineer 

finance & operations  
Chris Coleman Director, Finance & Operations

Menrit Francis Accounting Manager 

Mercy Lavadia Facilities and Operations Manager 

Jerry Surge Manager of Information Technology   

Pamela Thomas Contracts and Travel Administrator

executive management 

R. Lee Cheatham Executive Director 

Sue Hollis Assistant to the Executive Director

*Members of Staff on June 30, 2007

Staff*

chair Jon K. Clemens Consultant
sharp laboratories of america

vice chair Jim Petersen Vice Provost, Research
washington state university

Michael Bisesi Director, Center For Nonprofit & Social 
Enterprise Management 
seattle university

Ralph Cavalieri Associate Dean for Research, College 
of Agricultural, Human and Natural Resource Science 
washington state university

R. Lee Cheatham Executive Director
washington technology center

Michael Cockrill

Hal Dengerink Chancellor
washington state university vancouver

Dennis Dyck Vice Chancellor of Research
washington state university

Jon Eliassen Managing Director
terrapin capital group, llc

Roger Gulrajani Director, Smart Personal Objects 
Technology Group
microsoft 

Robin Halliday

Paul Hutton President
thought engineering

Alex K-Y. Jen Professor and Boeing-Johnson Chair, 
Materials Science & Engineering 
university of washington

Johannes Koch Independent Consultant

Arlan Norman Dean, College of Sciences & Technology
western washington university

Kim Pearman-Gillman

Jim Petersen Vice Provost, Research
washington state university

Linden Rhodes
seattle ventures

Katherine James Schuitemaker CEO
the resonance group

Heidi Schumann President and CEO
fluency group Inc.

James Severson Vice Provost, Technology Transfer
university of washington

John Titus President and CEO
aero controls

Katherine R. Tuttle, M.D., F.A.C.P. Director of Research
providence medical research center

Larry Williams Assistant Director, Economic 
Development Division
washington state dept. of community 
trade & economic development (cted)

Kim Zentz Executive Director
sirti

Len Black heritage university

John Bennett thorson pacific, inc.

Shira L. Broschat washington state university

Lloyd Burgess university of washington

Steve Dame virtual dsp corporation

Dan Farmer paccar technical center

Wayne R. Gombotz omeros corp.

James Griffing boeing

Amy Hall metagenics

Eric Hurlburt washington state department 
of agriculture 

Dan Kapral harris group, inc. 

Chad Kinney eastern washington university

Gregory Kromholtz boeing

Mike Landy stresswave, inc. 

Michael Lind battelle, pacific northwest 
national laboratory

Les Mace 

Craig Mcelfresh boeing

Lisa Norton university of washington

Michael Ormes sumtotal systems

Desmond O’Rourke belrose, inc. 

David Perozek therus corporation

Chris Rasmussen

William Samuels pacific northwest 
national laboratory

Thomas H. Schulte pelikan technologies

Anil Sood zetec, inc.

Minas H. Tanielian boeing space & defense

Russell Tucker washington state university

V.G. Veeraraghavan kripya

Ted Weiler olympic medical corp.

Robert G. Widmaier red hook brewery

chair  Ralph Zucker bc hydro

Mark Bowman puget sound energy

Randy Karr tacoma power

Steve Klein snohomish county pud

Tim Stearns washington state department 
of community, trade and economic 
development (cted)

Terry Oliver (as of April 2007) bonneville power 
administration

Mike Weedall (until April 2007) bonneville power 
administration

Roger Woodworth avista corporation

RTD Advisory Committee

NWETC Advisory Board
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Washington Technology Center
300 Fluke Hall
Box 352140
Seattle, WA 98195-2140

bringing
ideas

to life.

washington technology center annual report 2007




